PERSPECTIVES IN CHRISTIAN ETHICS

ADDICTION

WINDOW INTO THE BRAIN
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OBJECTIVES

nat I1s addiction?
nat I1s sexual addiction?
Ny IS it hard to study?
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OBJECTIVES

A Scans and images as shadows of reality
A View the living patient without surgery

A Uses xays, magnetic fields, radiofrequency,
radioactive drugs

A Computer analyzes data and produces a picture
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OBJECTIVES

A Scans and images as shadows of reality

A Flow and function as proxies of activity
A Fingerprints of the mind
A Brain activity heightened blood flow and, Gsage
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OBJECTIVES

A Scans and images as shadows of |
A Flow and function as proxies of ?Q Ity
B

A Drugs and mimics as counterfeits @

A Tag drugs or € track activity
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OBJECTIVES

A Spin Echo (SE) magnetic resonance (MR) Ime
A Diffusion weighted MR imaging (DWI)

A Functional MR imagingRl)

A Single photon emission tomography (SPECT)

A Positron emission tomography (PET)
-



OBJECTIVES

A What happens to the addicted brain?
A Why and how Is pornography so addicting?
A Are these changes permanent?
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TAKE HOME POINTS

A Addictions reprogram the bralRACT

A Behavoriahddictions may reprogram the brain
0 GROWING EVIDENCE

A Pornography is a behavioral addicdeASED
ON OBSERVATIONS OF PATTERNS

KEY QUESTION: Could pornography reprogram the
brain® FOCUS OF EMERGING INTEREST
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PARTS OF THE PROBLEM

DEF: Addictiond chronicneurobiological
condition withpsychosociageneticand
environmentadimensions characterized by
continued usef a substanagespite detrimental
effects impaired control over ussnpulsioi
preoccupation with usebsessioy) often
tolerancavith repeated use andhdrawal
symptoms with cessation of use
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